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A Melbourne Thing

John Wardle and his lashings of lines

When browsing the library one occasionally unearths a book that
demonstrates a clear alignment between architect and publisher.
One case that comes to mind is a weighty monograph from the
Architecture Library devoted to the work of Louis Kahn. As a
student | was always fascinated by how this book possessed many
of the characteristics of Kahn'’s buildings. As should be expected,
it was stored in the ‘large books’ section amongst the motley crew
of misfits that were too high and wide to take their proper place in
the Dewey system. Lined up here, Kahn’s volume had the same
glum appearance as the tall kids in the back row of the class
photo; the ones who stand in the same place year after year whilst
everyone else sits next to their friends. Extricating the magnum
opus from the shelf was something akin to striking the formwork
on a monument. Having knocked aside the adjacent books, one
grabbed Kahn’s cement-grey cover and gave a good heave-ho.
This tome had the substance and matter of a building.

The unusual relationship between books and buildings continues
in John Wardle’s recently released monograph, published by
architecture heavyweights Thames and Hudson. Wardle was here
a few weeks ago to tout his wares. The advertising preceding his
lecture made it clear that his latest visit was, for the most part, a
book launch.

Wardle’s work is vast. He said so on several occasions during the
lecture. And with his vast aspirations one could imagine a book

of Kahnian proportions, but instead the volume is tightly bound.
Yet in this binding there is a connection with the buildings; when
discussing his work Wardle goes to great lengths to bind a project
to its site and circumstances. He showed many buildings and with
each one he had a lot to say about a lot of ideas. Each successive
statement worked — sometimes frantically — to bind together

his creations. He also showed many of his feathery sketches;
accumulations of vast numbers of lines that repeatedly trace the
built-edge in an attempt to lash together rooms to form a complex
figure.

John Wardle’s new 3-Deep designed,
Thames & Hudson monograph
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In the introduction to his history of architectural theory, the
historian Hanno-Walter Kruft develops the position of architectural
theory as being something akin to a bind; that an architectural
theory represents a means of binding together the complexities of
the architectural project. It is a way of securing direction, of holding
together the disparate parts of architecture that can pull a designer
in different directions. Discussing its positive side, Kruft identifies
how this bind can make it almost impossible to produce bad
architecture. One can, for example, be tethered to the Classical
orders. Equally, however, such a bind can shackle one to norms
that stifle creativity. When in a bind, one has little room to move.

The treacherous nature of the bind was made apparent in Wardle’s
lecture. On one side there was the sense of the projects being
rigorously worked through, each one drawing together many
threads to produce an enigmatic whole. The vast number of
models, drawings and stories worked to secure all the frayed
edges, diagonally sliced elevations, splayed plans and hovering
screens that characterize his buildings. There was much to

admire in the way that this dynamic architecture came together
from shimmering sketches. But it was also difficult to brush aside
the stifling effect of the lecture and the architecture. At the end

of the two hours | wanted nothing more than to escape Wardle’s
presence, to be free of his tireless lashing of form and space. His
determination to bind together so many things left me shackled
and with little room to move. Indeed, it was sometimes difficult to
get inside his buildings because they were so steadfastly wrapped.

This getting in a bind over architecture may well be a Melbourne
thing; a consequence of working in a city recognized as a hub of
architectural creativity. One imagines that Wardle regularly butts
heads with other members of the architectural intelligentsia (Wood-
Marsh, Howard Raggart, DCM, Sean Godsell, Kerstin Thompson)
or is put through an intellectual shake-down by the profs. at RMIT.
In this context, getting in a bind (and getting your work bound)
may be the only means of survival. SF




Star Building

Japan’s school for architectural stars comes to town

| recently had a discussion with someone hoping
to commission a new public building. The client
was wondering about hiring an international
megastar, but the discussion revolved around
the question of whether choosing a younger
architect — a rising talent for whom the project
might represent a major opportunity — might
yield a better and more significant building. Such
situations highlight the potential for intelligent
commissioning to not only produce good
buildings, but radically advance the careers of the
architects involved.

Such potential has been demonstrated by

the Kumamoto Artpolis, an ambitious public
architecture programme established in southern
Japan in 1988 to increase the quality of public
architecture in the region. Arata Isozaki,
something of a godfather in the Japanese
architecture scene, was the programme’s first

Commissioner, a role now filled by Toyo Ito. Through the programme, commissions
for the design of all new public buildings — from toilet blocks and bridges to
schools and museums — are awarded either by competition or direct appointment
by the Commissioner. Kumamoto Artpolis has produced almost 100 buildings,
many of them award-winners and among them projects by architects who have
gone on to internationally significant careers — figures such as Tadao Ando, Toyo
Ito and Kazuyo Sejima.

The Artpolis has become a model for public architecture and urban development
projects around the world, and is now the subject of a international travelling
exhibition. This exhibition will be shown at Gus Fisher Gallery in Auckland, before
travelling to the Otago Museum and the Canterbury Museum of Art.

To coincide with the exhibitions, architect Jun Aoki will visit New Zealand to
present two lectures. Aoki, who contributed a building to the Artpolis programme
in 1994, has established himself as one of Japan’s leading architects, and with
commissions in Europe, Asia, and North America is one of world architecture’s
fastest rising stars. Aoki is best known for his series of innovative fashion boutiques
for Louis Vuitton and for the recently completed Aomori Museum of Art, a
prestigious commission he won through a major international competition. AB

Jun Aoki Lecture

Kumamoto Artpolis Exhibition

6pm, Monday 31st March at the Maidment Theatre, 6 Alfred St.
Bookings: www.maidment.auckland.ac.nz $25 (students $20) / 10 CPD Points.

March 26th - April 1st at the Gus Fisher Gallery, 74 Shortland Street.
http://www.gusfishergallery.auckland.ac.nz/

Generously supported by InterfaceNZ, The Warren Trust, GIB & Block Foundation

Toyo ito and Associates Matsuhiro Municipal Museum, Kumamoto (1991)

Williams and Tsien to Lecture in Auckland
Two of Block’s heroes, whose Scripps Institute - down the road from the Salk - is a serious contender for world’s most beautiful building
6pm, Tuesday 15th April at the Dorothy Winstone Theatre, Auckland Girls’ Grammar, Howe Street, Freemans Bay
Bookings: www.ticketek.co.nz ($25 - $22 for students - 10CPD points) Kindly supported by Thermosash

Each Block is laid by a dedicated editorial
team, all of whom happen to work at Cheshire
Architects:

pip@cheshirearchitects.com
andrew@cheshirearchitects.com
sean@cheshirearchitects.com
nat@cheshirearchitects.com

Ph+64 9 358 2770 PO Box 90952 AMSC
Email us for a full-colour pdf or back issues

Architects’ Tennis Tournament
Thursday 3rd April from 2pm at the ASB Centre (Stanley Street)
Info / RSVP to John Balasoglou at j.balasoglou@xtra.co.nz

NZIA Auckland Branch AGM
Guest Speaker: Stuart Niven
Tuesday 25t March at 6:00pm, with drinks from 5:30pm
NZIA Offices at D72, 72 Dominion Road, Mt. Eden
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Jolly Good Fellows

BLOCK offers its congraulations to the Auckland Branch’s new NZIA Fellows.

ANDREW BARCLAY: Born in England, Andrew graduated from
Auckland University in 1979 and established his own practice in
1985 before becoming a director of Warren & Mahoney in 1988.
His recent libraries in South Christchurch and Paraparaumu have
received NZIA Supreme awards.

GREG BOYDEN: Greg graduated from Auckland University in
1984, taking a position at Bossley Cheshire Architects. After a
stint in London working for Terry Farrell, Boyden returned to NZ
and joined JASMAX, becoming a director of the firm in 1995 and
managing director in 2004. He has served on the Auckland City
Urban Design Panel and on the board of BRANZ.

HAMISH BOYD: Leaving a background in landscape and
horticulture, Hamish joined JASMaD after graduating from
Auckland University. He became a director of JASMAA in 1997,
and has been responsible for such award-winning projects as
Sancta Maria College and the Mangere East Library.

CHRISTINA VAN BOHEMEN: After graduating BArch from Victoria
University in 1995, Christina worked at JASMAX until 2001 when
she established Sills van Bohemen Architecture. She has been a
long-serving committee member for the NZIA Auckland Branch,
has served on a number of awards juries, and was involved in
organising the last two NZIA national conferences.

PAUL CLARKE: After graduating from Auckland University in 1993,
Paul worked for Felicity Wallace and later Ken Crosson. In 1999,
he established Crosson Clarke Architects, and is now a director
of Crosson Clarke Carnahan Architects. He has served as NZIA
awards convener.

NEIL COTTON: After graduating from Auckland University in
1972, Neil worked for Neil Simmons and JASMaD before starting
a private practice in 1976. He joined Andrews Scott Hill in 1989,
which became Andrews Scott Cotton a year later. Neil has done
sterling work for the AERB as an examiner.

JOANNA HURST: Jo graduated from Auckland University in 1989,
and after a stint in Australia worked for various Auckland firms,
including Dodd Patterson. She joined with John Constable to form
Constable Hurst Architects in 1990. Jo has served on the NZIA
Auckland Branch committee, and as Chair of the AAA.

STEPHEN MARTIN: Stephen graduated from Auckland University
in 1998, taking a position at JASMAX. Stephen has been a
energetic member of the NZIA Auckland Branch committee,
working on the Winter Series lectures, Architecture Week,
sponsorship, and in a number of other areas.

CHRISTOPHER MASON: Chris graduated from Auckland
University in 1968, and had a distinguished career across a
number of large practices both in New Zealand and abroad. Chris
is now the manager of the NZIA’s Practice Services arm.
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image in history.

Korda was Fidel Castro's personal

Guerrillero Heroico (Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara).
00000007000o0n00na. 1960.

Taken at a mass outdoor funeral service in
Cuba but only published sparingly until seven
years later, around the time of Guevara's
death, it's one of the world’s most famous
photographs and probably the most reproduced  better of the two but for the forehead of

photographer, and on assignment for the
Cuban daily newspaper Revolucion when
Guevara stepped into view. Korda describes
Guevara's expression during a brief appearance  transformation as a symbol for rebellion,
on the podium as “angry and pained”, with
dark eyes gazing upward into the distance,

KERRY MORROW: Through his 40 years of teaching both at
RMIT and Auckland University School of Architecture, Kerry
influenced a generation of architects. He played a key role in
local representations at the 1991 Venice Biennale and 1996 Milan
Triennale. Now retired from teaching, Kerry is a director at Two
Rooms Gallery, paints, and runs a private practice.

GRAEME NORTH: Involved with earthen, strawbale, and eco-
architecture for over 30 years, Graeme has made a huge
contribution to sustainable architecture in New Zealand. He was
chair of the Earth Building Association of NZ for many years, and
chair of the Standards NZ Technical Committee for the NZ Earth
Building Standards.

ANDREW PATTERSON: Andrew graduated from Auckland
University in 1987, and soon established a solo practice. His
work has attracted numerous NZIA awards, including a Supreme
Awards for Cumulus in 2003. Some of his adventurous buildings
were the only projects by a Kiwi architect included in Phaidon’s
global survey book 70x70, published in 2000.

BRENDON RAWSON: Brendon graduated from Auckland
University in 1988. He joined Andrews Scott Hill in 1989, becoming
a director of the firm in 1993. He established the Architecture
Office with John Ingham in 2002. He has served as AERB
examiner, as an NZIA awards convener, and on the NZIA Auckland
Branch committee.

PETER SARGISSON: Peter graduated from Auckland University in
1967. He formed the partnership of Cook Hitchcock & Sargisson
in 1979. Focusing primarily on domestic work, he has worked on
ski resorts in the US, run an office in Thailand, and completed
projects in Japan.

AARON SILLS: Aaron studied with Sverre Fehn at the Oslo School
of Architecture and graduated from Auckland University in 1994.
He worked with Geoff Richards and Noel Lane before eventually
founding Sills van Bohemen Architecture with Christina in 2001.
SvB has a growing reputation for urban design, and the firm
placed first in the Devonport Urban Design Competition in 2005.

NICK STANISH: As a teacher at the University of Auckland
School of Architecture for more than 20 years, Nick made a huge
contribution to architectural education. His Clark House won an
NZIA National award in 1990. Operating as part of the Archangels
collective, Nick has worked in partnership with Briar Green since
1991.

CHARISSA SNIJDERS: Graduating from Auckland Univ. in 1992,
Charissa worked at Cook Hitchcock Sargisson before establishing
an award-winning solo practice. A long-serving member of a
number of NZIA Auckland Branch committees, Charissa worked
on Architecture Week and chaired the Urban Issues Group.
Charissa recently earned a Masters in Design Management.

his stern face framed powerfully by the beret,
flowing hair and beard silhouetted against the
sky. Korda only had time to fire off two frames,
the other in portrait orientation perhaps the
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The Fine Print

Excerpts from the reports to NZIA Auckland
Branch meeting held March 4th, 2008.

URBAN ISSUES GROUP: Shannon Joe

The Future of the Group

Graeme invites all to consider the changing role of the group
before the March meeting, when decisions will need to be made.
Ludo Cambell-Reid sent this message to us: “The Mayor and
Deputy Mayor have confirmed that it will be business as usual

for The Mayoral Task Force on Urban Design. This decision,

along with the recent adoption of our Urban Design Framework:
“Designing Great Places for People” and our Royal Commission
submission which describes the six urban design goals of the UDF
as priority outcomes for the city, sends out a powerful message
from our political leaders. It clearly shows that the achievement of
urban design quality in Auckland City Council now has bi-partisan
support over successive councils. This clearly demonstrates that
Urban design is a common language. It can be a bridge between
the professions, politicians and the place. Ultimately it can be

the glue which holds cities together. To survive in an increasingly
competitive global market, cities will need to differentiate
themselves from their competitors. Potential customers (existing
residents, new residents and businesses, tourists and investors)
will look for uniqueness, diversity and authenticity. Our overarching
vision of Auckland City as a great international urban designed
City whose distinctive built environment matches the quality of its
unsurpassed natural setting can be that unique point of difference,
that competitive advantage. It is certainly an exciting time to be in
Auckland. We value your group’s ongoing support, advocacy and
leadership on UD matters. We look forward to working with you.”

Letter to Dick Hubbard
A letter thanking him for his UD initiatives was posted.

Kobus Mentz

Our guest speaker gave an inspiring and very interesting talk on a
wider-view urban design. The discussion focused on the need for
architecture to re-connect with urbanism, the role of transport in
urban design, the future of malls and retail in urban renewal.

TECHNICAL ISSUES PORTFOLIO: Michael Middlebrook

Building Code Review

The Minister recently stated that there will be no wholesale
changes as a result of the Building Code Review but rather this is
to be an update of the current code. Further he has said that the
emphasis will be on performance requirements that need to be
met. The Minister has proposed an initiative for a simplified starter
home aimed at improving housing affordability. As part of this he
is looking at ways of making the consent process easier and more
efficient by: providing guidance for standardised plans; making
the consent process easier and more efficient; helping councils
refocus their consenting practices, by matching scrutiny with risk;
educating designers and builders to better overall understand the
building consents process.

Building Consent Issues
| have undertaken a half-time secondment on behalf of Jasmax to

Auckland City Environments to help process commercial building
consents, and to better understand consent processes. We

hope to learn a lot from this work, both to improve guidelines for
consent documents and to better manage performance design.
We also hope that we can advise on improvements to procedures
at ACE, particularly in early feedback on document and design
deficiencies that will shorten the time between lodgement and
consent.

The Minister has been consulting with Northland mayors on ideas
for handling the Building Code Review and improving the building
consent process. “The mayors said the North could come up
with a New Zealand-wide solution, as it included a city, smaller
towns and rural areas,” The Far North’s Mayor, Wayne Brown
commenting on the leaky homes issue during the consultation
said that “It's no good looking to Auckland to solve the problem,
the problem came from Auckland.”

Licensed Building Practitioners
The DBH has received over 7,000 applications for LBP registration
packs and the first builders have been registered.

COMMITTEE FOR AUCKLAND PORTFOLIO: Shannon Joe

Building Better Schools with Business Partnerships have gone
through a re-branding exercise with Maxim. We have a new name
and logo, and are now a registered not-for-profit organisation.

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP PORTFOLIO: Carolyn Savage

The September presentation was prepared by Alan Drayton, Bio
Build. The following is the report prepared by Tony Watkins:
Complexity and diversity are the foundations on which
sustainability is built. At this time when the new building code is
nothing more than a straightjacket ensuring the demise of humane
architecture it seemed to be doubly refreshing to see the wide
range of work done by Alan Drayton. His lecture went further and
became also a history of the last thirty years of environmental
design from the point of view of a person in the field trying to
make sense of it all. His personal journey took him from building
biology through sacred geometry to continuous experimentation
with rammed earth or stone. Rather than the usual sustainability
preaching he discussed with good humour the discovery

and delight of buildings giving form to stories and dreams.

When everyone else now seems to be writing either codes or
performance standards to enshrine the continued failure of our
built environment Alan left the feeling that the only certainty about
tomorrow is that it will be different.

October will have two speakers, Steve Watts of Timbercrete and
Jo Knight of Zero Waste, covering zero waste from construction
and work place, to the re-use of waste in a building material which
has a very high thermal factor, but an R value of only 0.9

GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL Carolyn Savage

Registrations of interest were called for a Green Building Summit,
set for Wednesday 28 May. It will cover the following items:
Investment, cost, and the future of green building; technical and
practical: the application of green buildings using case studies;

CalderSStewart
Roofing




Getting started with green building: the how’s, what’s and why’s.
There are now 309 members, an increase of 83% during 2007.
Over 20 projects are now registered under the Green Star Office
Design. There are now 61 NZ Green Star accredited professionals,
next available courses in Auckland are 27 May, 1 July, 12 Aug, 23
Sept, 4 Nov and 16 Dec.

Breakfast with the Stars was sold out in both Auckland and
Christchurch. These events are very fast and informative, and have
been created to allow 3 or 4 key players from a project 10mins
each to speak, with a limited time for Q&A.

Jane Henley attended the Eco Build Conference and World Green
Building Council Congress in London; she will report next month.

GRADUATE DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO: Sarah MacKenzie

The first of this year’s study group workshops is to be held at D72.
The workshop presents an opportunity for graduates looking to sit
registration to form groups for study, as well as providing ideas for
how such study may be structured.

A seminar will be held April 7 for those looking to apply for
registration in May. This will cover the assessment process,
competencies, case study preparation, and the interview.

UNITEC: Tony van Raat

We've started teaching and new architecture enrolments number
about 105 - more or less the same as last year. The first organized
cohort of 7 students from our China relationships have arrived
from Shenyang Architecture and Civil Engineering University,
which is about the anticipated translation from the 20 in the class
in China. They are in a sense self-selected for English skills,
architectural ability, and enterprise, and we expect good - not to
say great - things from them. There are two more universities to
deliver on the same scheme in the next two years.

Thirty students have met the grade threshold to enter the new
MArch (Professional) - the first such cohort in the country. Half of
them are working on a design/document/construct project with
Dave Strachan intended to promote and support the work of the
children’s charity Kidscan. The balance of these students are
working with Professor Mitrovic on an urban project.

The Trenta Case/Thirty Houses project is proceeding to timeframe.
We open May 10 in Florence.

COUNCILLOR’S REPORT: Lindley Naismith

1) The president is concerned about an imminent and inevitable
downturn - change is afoot and we’ll all be affected.

2) The DBH is now turning its attention towards affordable housing
(it’s election year). The president believes an ongoing presence at
the DBH is vital.

3) In an effort to assist Local Authorities the president is leading
an initiative whereby NZIA will offer high level advice via an NZIA
delegation targeting as many CEOs as possible.

4) The president is working towards getting an architect on the
Historic Places Trust, more architects on influential boards, and the
position of Government Architect created.

6) The CEO reports membership numbers are rising, with new
applications from Australian Architects and for Affiliate membership.
She drew attention to the fact that there are 700 Graduate members
many of whom are not on a pathway to registration. A rule change
to review Graduate membership is being draughted for the May
AGM.

7) The CEO reports the Ak Branch Graduate feedback has been
accommodated in changes made to this year’s NZIA Graduate
Development Programme.

8) The CEO reported on the new look awards programme planned
for implementation in June.

9) The Treasurer reported a very positive financial position for the
2007 financial year (ends December 2007). The audit is not yet
quite complete, but the 2007 financial statements will be released
with the NZIA Annual Report prior to the May AGM.

10) A new School of Architecture at Canterbury University
associated with the School of Engineering is under discussion.

11) The’ Earth Charter’ was proposed for endorsement by the
NZIA.

12) The Ak Branch application to the donation fund for Trenta Case
was approved.

13) Work has begun with Goeff Henly marketing strategist, on a
promotional campaign for NZIA Architects (budget $250,000).

14) The next meeting of the NZIA Council is in May 2008 at the time
of the conference.
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